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MWQA Purpose

 
To promote and support the Mid-West Quartet Association groups and members, helping to accomplish their ministry calling, which is to spread the Word of God and the knowledge of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord through Southern Gospel music presented in three or four-part harmony style throughout the Midwest Region.


MWQA Faith Statement

We believe in the divine inspiration, entire trustworthiness, and authority of the Holy Scriptures, inerrant in the original manuscripts.

We believe in one God, creator of all that is, who eternally exist in three persons: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

We believe in the deity of our Lord Jesus Christ, His substitutionary death on the cross for the sins of all, His bodily resurrection, His ascension into Heaven, and His imminent return in power and glory. 

We believe that all have sinned and fallen short of God’s Glory and therefore come under God’s condemnation. Salvation is a free gift from God to all those who confess Jesus Christ as Lord.

We believe in the presence and the power of the Holy Spirit in every believer and in His work of regeneration. 

We believe that the Church is one body to which all true believers belong, and of which Christ is the head. 
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	MWQA ANNUAL CONVENTION




ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 

OF 

THE “MID-WEST QUARTET ASSOCIATION” INC.
 
The undersigned, of full age, for the purpose of forming a corporation under and pursuant to the provisions of Minnesota statutes, Chapter 317, known as the Minnesota Non-Profit Corporation Act, do hereby associate ourselves as a body corporate and adopt the following Articles of Incorporation.

ARTICLE I

The name of this corporation is:

THE MID-WEST QUARTET ASSOCIATION INC.

ARTICLE II

The corporation shall have the following purpose: 

To spread God’s word and God’s love by sponsoring and promoting Southern Gospel Music in the upper midwest region. 

To give primacy to the spiritual, rather than to the material values of life. 

To encourage the daily living of the golden rule in all human relationships. 

To promote the adoption and the application of the “Holy Bible” in daily living. 

To do all such things as are incidental or conductive to the attainment of the above objects. 

No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall inure to the benefit or be distributed to its members, or directors, officers, or other private persons, except that the corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in this article. No substantial part of the activities of the corporation shall be for the carrying on of propaganda, or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the corporation shall not participate in or intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office. Notwithstanding any other provision of these Articles, the corporation shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried on (a) by a corporation exempt from Federal Income Tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provisions of any future United States Internal Revenue Code) or (b) by a corporation, contributions to which are deductible under Section 1 70(c)(2) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provisions of any future United States Internal Revenue Code). 

The corporation is organized exclusively for charitable, educational, religious, or scientific purposes within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

ARTICLE III 

The duration of this corporation shall be perpetual. 

ARTICLE IV

The location and address of this corporation’s registered office in this State is: 
RR#3, Box 152,Fairmont,MN 56031 

ARTICLE V

The name and address of the incorporator of this corporation is as follows: 
 
NAME 




ADDRESS 
 
Danial Whitman  



RR #3, Box 152 
 






Fairmont, MN 56031 

ARTICLE VI

The original board (until the first annual meeting) consists of: 

Danial Whitman 



RR #3, Box 152 
 






Fairmont, MN 56031 

 
Loren Bartelt 




720 Menke Circle 
 






Shakopee, MN 55370 

Chad Jones  


3111 Xkino Street 
 

Anoka, MN 55303 


 
Dennis Hafenbreadl  



1714 El Segundo 
 






Schofield, WI 54476 

Beverly White  



9141 401/2 Ave. N. 
 






NewHope, MN 55427 

ARTICLE VII

No member of this corporation shall be personally liable for any corporate obligation of any kind.
ARTICLE VIII
This corporation shall have no capital stock. 

ARTICLE IX

The Board of Directors may amend the Articles of Incorporation herein, and may sell, lease, exchange, or otherwise dispose of all or substantially all of the property and assets of the corporation, including its good will, upon the terms and conditions and for the consideration, which may be money, shares, bonds, or other property that the Board of Directors shall, after paying or making provision for the payment of all of the liabilities of the corporation, dispose of all of the assets of the corporation exclusively for the purposes of the corporation in such manner, or to such organization or organizations, organized and operated exclusively for charitable, educational, religious, or scientific purposes as shall at the time qualify as an exempt organization or organizations under Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue Code), as the Board of Directors shall determine. 

Any such assets not disposed of shall be disposed of by the County Court of the County in which the principal office of the corporation is then located, exclusively for such purposes to such organization or organizations as said Court shall determine, which are organized and operated exclusively for such purposes. 

ARTICLE X
The Corporation does not afford pecuniary gain, incidentally or otherwise, to its members. 
 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto executed these Articles of Incorporation, effective the 7 day of April, 1994. 

IN PRESENCE OF: 
[Karen Kecki] 







[Danial Whitman]
Witness 

[Barb J. Pannkuk] 
Witness 
STATE OF MINNESOTA  ) 
 



) ss 
COUNTY OF MARUN       ) 

On this 7day of April, 1994, before me, a Notary Public within and for said County and State, personally appeared Dan Whitman   to me known to be the person described in and who executed the foregoing instrument and acknowledged the same to be his free act and deed.  

 







            [Mary Kay Smith]                     
 







Notary Public, Martin County, MN 
 








My commission expires: 

[NOTARY SEAL] 


2006  MWQA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

President:
Andy Grizzle 
108 East 7th Street  
Coal Valley, IL 61240 
309-913-4784

Board of Directors:

Matthew Johnson 
315 gth Ave. 
Hampton, 1161256 
309-496-1313

Dave Marshall 
408 Washington St. 
Floyd, Iowa 50435 
641-398-2865 

Chad Jones 
4333 106 Ave. 
Clear Lake, Mn 56303 
320-743-2956

Ian Lindsey


MWQA Board of Directors Job Description

1. Must be an individual member of the MWQA in good standing, or a member of a group in good standing, and a promoter of Southern Gospel style music.

2. Must attend 75% of the scheduled MWQA Board of Directors meetings each calendar year and not miss two (2) consecutive meetings. 

3. Term of office is either two (2) or three (3) years, depending upon elected position. 

4. Willing to assume responsibility of leadership and spiritual guidance of the MWQA. 

5. Willing to assist and work for the MWQA in Annual Convention arrangements.

6. Be available for travel for MWQA business and meetings.

7. Be able to make decisions that will allow the MWQA to improve itself and its ministry and to be able to accept constructive criticism. 

8. Must be a minimum of 2l years of age. 
 
Membership Benefits for MWQA Groups

· A singing segment of two 20 minutes at the Annual Convention Wall criteria of membership have been met throughout the year. Group members must remain in good standing in order to sing at the Convention. 

· Group’s name, picture, and information will be printed in the annual Directory and distributed across the area through the Convention, mailings, convention website, and the MWQA booth.
· MWQA Board members will the association throughout the region.
· Group’s schedule can be included on the Internet if they are submitted to the Board. 

· Performing members of groups and family (up to 8 total) are given free admission to the Convention and allowed to use empty seats or roam the auditorium.

· The purchase of seminar training sessions when provided by MWQA. 

· Members receive the newsletter from the Board. It is open to member input to share prayer requests, needs, announcements, concerts, or information about their group. 
· The opportunity to attend Board of Directors meetings. 

· Admission to the mandatory annual meeting with up to two votes. 

· The opportunity to participate in all MWQA sponsored functions. 

Membership Benefits for MWQA Individual/ Family Members

Those who are members of the MWQA in this category are individuals, couples, or families who support the MWQA and its member groups. They are non-performing members of the Association. 

· Opportunity to attend the MWQA annual meeting at Convention time. 

· Members receive an MWQA handbook. 


Mid-West Quartet Association 
Definition of Terms

	Annual Association Meeting
	The entire membership of the Mid-West Quartet Association will gather each year. A minimum attendance of two (2) performing members per group is mandatory. (If a group is not represented by two (2) performing members at the meeting, they will not remain in good standing with the Association.) Election of Board members, voting on major issues, and any directional changes of the Association will be dealt with at the Annual Meeting.

	Board Of Directors
	MWQA leadership group consists of all Directors and a Chairman elected from among the Directors. This term is 
synonymous with Executive Board.

	Director
	An elected position from the general membership. Any member of the Association can seek election to the Board of Directors. Duration of office is either a two (2) or a three (3) year term. A Director is a leader of one or more functions of the MWQA and is accountable to the Board, the Chairman, and the general membership of MWQA.

	Executive Board
	MWQA leadership group consisting of all Directors and a Chairman elected by the Directors. This term is synonymous with Board of Directors.

	Executive Board Meeting
	A meeting held once each month or as deemed necessary by the Board. The first meeting will be established prior to the end of the Convention.

	Fiscal Year
	MWQA fiscal year begins January 1 and ends December 31.

	Member Groups
	A member group includes the vocalists, instrumentalists, and sound technician who normally travel with that performing group.

	Member In Good Standing
	Association members must keep annual dues and all other monies (such as purchases, charges, or fines) paid in an orderly and proper manner as per the MWQA Bylaws. A group or individual member must maintain ministry and performance consistent with the MWQA Purpose and Faith Statements. 

	Membership
	The MWQA offers two types of memberships: group, and individual/family.

	Members
	Members Group membership includes eligibility to perform at the Association’s Annual Convention. 

	Midwest Region
	The states of Minnesota, Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan, Missouri, Iowa, Indiana, Kansas, Nebraska, North Dakota, South Dakota, Manitoba and Ontario, Canada, are generally considered to be the Midwest Region. However the states of Oklahoma, Arkansas, Kentucky, Tennessee, and Ohio may also be represented.

	MWQA
	Abbreviation for the Mid-West Quartet Association.

	
	

	MWQA Directory
	An annual publication released at the Convention each year. It provides a program for the Convention and is a resource directory for churches and others to book Gospel groups for their programs. Advertisers help to make the Directory possible by purchasing ad space in the publication. The Directory is distributed as a program at the Convention, through the MWQA booth, through member groups, and through bulk mailings to churches, campgrounds, and promoters

	MWQA Income
	MWQA income is primarily derived from the sale of Annual Convention tickets. The MWQA is a nonprofit organization existing for the benefit of its members. Article II, Section I, of the Bylaws explains the finances indepth.

	Penalties
	Infractions of the Association rules will result in disciplinary action.

	President/Executive Director
	The President is elected by the general membership at the annual meeting.

	Quartet Association
	The MWQA is not an organization for quartets only. The preference is for traditional four-part Southern Gospel quartet music; but, as the Executive Board permits, other size groups of no less than three-part harmony may be included.

	Southern Gospel Music
	Music based upon traditional four-part major harmony. Music which is easy listening, structured, and in a melodious style. This may include hymns and original songs. It would most often be performed by four singers, with a keyboardist or perhaps with other limited instrumentation. These instruments might include guitars, drums, harmonica, flute, fiddle, or others. Accompaniment music for MWQA groups may be live instruments or tracks.


Mid-West Quartet Association Inc. Bylaws

Constitution for the Government of 
Mid-West Quartet Association Inc. 
Apple Valley, Minnesota

These rules have been developed by the Executive Board of the Mid-West Quartet Association. 
A copy of these Bylaws will be provided to all Association members.

ARTICLE I

NAME 
Section 1. 

The name of this association shall be 
Mid-West Quartet Association Inc. 
Also referred to as the MWQA 
Mailing address: 

Phone: (877) 448-2587 


PURPOSE 
Section 2. 

To spread the Word of God and the knowledge of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord through Southern Gospel music presented in three or four-part harmony throughout the Midwest Region. 

To be a resource service for the promotion of member groups through the Directory, media, verbal communications, and the Annual Convention. 

To be an encouragement to the member groups through Christian brotherhood, education, and communication, always looking for ways to serve group members and enable them to keep spreading the Word of God. 
 

ARTICLE II

LIMITATIONS 
Section 1. 
(a) No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall inure to the benefit or be distributed to its members, or directors officers, or other private persons. except that the corporation shall be authorized and empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in this article. 

(b) The MWQA will not engage in activities which are not permitted by the federal and/or state income tax laws for nonprofit organizations. 

(c) No activities of the MWQA shall attempt to influence anyone participating in MWQA toward or away from a particular denomination. 

ARTICLE III

MEMBERSHIPS 
Section 1. 

(a) The membership groups of the MWQA shall be those meeting the requirements established by the Executive Board of the MWQA. A demonstration tape will be reviewed, and the style of music must be approved by majority vote of the Executive Board. Their Statement of Faith will be examined by the Board to veri1’ compatibility with the Purpose and Faith Statements of the MWQA. 

(b) Groups seeking membership must be recommended by the entirety of an existing MWOA group in good standing. This must be done in writing with each member of the existing group signing the recommendation. 
(c) Members of the MWQA shall be those accepted for membership, paying initial fees and dues, or paying renewal dues to the Association. 

(d) There shall be no bar to membership in the MWQA due to race, color, sex, citizenship, or country of origin.

(e) The member groups of MWQA shall reside in the states of the Midwest Region or the states of Oklahoma, Arkansas, Kentucky, Tennessee and Ohio.
(I) If a member group moves from this designated area after membership has been approved, they may remain members in good standing as long as they annually renew the dues and there is no break in membership. 

FEES AND FINES 
Section 2. 

(a) Fees for member groups shall be $100.00 per year, payable at original application time, and must be renewed before March 1 each year thereafter. A one-time registration fee of $50.00 is required upon application. The total application fee is $150.00. 

(b) The fee for individual/family membership is $25.00 at the original application time, and $25.00 thereafter, payable before March 1 each year. 

(c) Fines can be levied on groups for violation of the rules for performance at the Convention. A fine of $50.00 per minute will be assessed for starting any music or performance of any kind after the red light has come on.
(d) Any fine or penalty assessed to any member group may be appealed, in writing, to the Board of Directors. After reviewing the video and time-light operator’s notes, the appeal will be acted upon by the Board. An appeal must be made within 30 days of the penalty assessment notification. 

ARTICLE IV

MWQA MEETINGS AND FISCAL YEAR 
Section 1. 

(a) The entire Association, as a whole shall meet once a year. it is mandatory that at least two (2) performing members of each group be present. Annual business, such as elections and other decisions that affect the direction of the entire Association, will be voted on at this meeting. The Executive Board will decide the agenda and actions to be voted on by the entire membership. 

(b) The Executive Board will meet each month or as deemed necessary. The calendar for the year will be set at the first meeting following the Convention, with dates, times, and locations of the meetings being decided at that time. Telephone conference calls can sullice. 

(c) The fiscal year for the MWQA shall run from January 1 to December 31 All bookkeeping and records should reflect this fiscal year to keep and accurate accounting of annual costs. 

(d) A group may be excused from the Convention, singing slot performance, and Annual Meetings by contacting the President at least 30 days in advance of the Convention. 

ARTICLE V

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Section 1. 

(a) The Board of Directors shall consist of seven regional (7) Directors (including the President) elected annually for a term of two (2) or three (3) years determined by the position open selected from the MWQA membership. Their responsibilities shall be to attend meetings and promote the well-being of the MWQA overall. 

(b) The Board of Directors shall serve in various positions including serving as a nominating committee for replacement of expiring term positions. During the annual business meeting, nominations for available board positions may or may not be open to the floor as determined by the President and the Board of Directors. 

 (d) The Board of Directors will be required to attend two meetings held semi-annually.

(e) The expected time that would normally be expected to spend each week would be one hour.  
RESIGNATIONS AND REMOVAL FROM OFFICE 
Section 2. 

(a) A Director of the MWQA who intends to resign from the position in the midst of a term must submit that resignation, in writing, to the President. The Board will then act upon that resignation at the next regular scheduled meeting. 
 
DISCIPLINARY ACTION 
Section 3. 

(a) A Director may be disciplined by the Board or removed from the Board for failure to meet the requirements for the MWQA Board or for personal or business practices which are contrary to the Bible’s guidance in Proverbs 6:16, which says, “There are six things which the Lord hates, yes, seven are an abomination to Him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed blood, a heart that devises wicked plans feet that run rapidly to evil, a false witness who utters lies and one who spreads strife among brothers.” 

(b) In the event that discipline or removal of a Director from office becomes necessary, the process laid out in Matthew 18:15-17 will be followed. The President will be the first to confront the Director and the problem. If repentance is not forthcoming, the President will talk with him, and two other Directors. If repentance is not forthcoming, the Director will be removed from the Board. If the problem lies with the President. any member of the Board may be the initiating Director and choose two other Directors to assist. 
(c) A secret ballot by the Board members is required in this case and it must be passed by a majority vote. The Director against whom the action is being taken must abstain from this vote. This action may take place at a regular Board meeting or at a special meeting. The time from the identification of a problem to the final solution should be no longer than 1 and 1/2 months. 

EQUIPTMENT 
Section 5. 

(a) Equipment or articles purchased with Association monies shall remain Association property. The MWQA banners and MWQA booth, with its part and accessories, are examples of Association property. 

(b) A list of MWQA property will be maintained by the Board. 

RESTRICTIONS 
Section 6. 

(a) No more than two (2) persons from any one member group shall be elected to the Board of Directors. 

(b) No more than one (1) person from a member family shall be elected to the Board of Directors. 
 

Please refer to the ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION, ARTICLE VII, which states: ‘No member of this corporation shall be personally liable for any corporate obligation or any kind.” 

FILLING OF VACANCIES 
Section 8. 
(a) If the position of President becomes vacant for any reason. the Board of Directors shall appoint a temporary President/Board of Directors to serve until the next annual meeting. 
(b) If any Director position becomes vacant for any reason, the Board will fill the vacancy from the general membership of the MWQA with a majority approval vote of the Board. 

Former article VI deleted 

ARTICLE VI

AMMENDMENTS 
Proposals 
Section 1. 

(a) Amendments to these Bylaws may be proposed by any member of the Executive Board or by written petition filed with the President and signed by at least five other members of the MWQA. 
22 
(b) Amendments to these rules may be adopted by a two-thirds affirmative vote of the total membership of the Executive Board. 

(c) Copies of proposed amendments will be sent to all Association members thirty (30) days before the annual meeting. The voting membership will vote at the annual meeting to ratify the proposed amendments. 
 
Mid —West Quartet Association Convention Policies and Etiquette 
The following is a list of guidelines subject to change if the Executive Director deems it necessary
 
The success of past MWQA Conventions has been due to the cooperation of the member groups and the minimum set-up time between groups. The two “20 minute set” gives the audience a good variety of musical offerings with little chance of boredom. There is limited lag time for set-up 
or sound checks built into the schedule. The result is a dynamic Christian musical experience for all involved. 

 
This success can only be accomplished by each member group following some basic rules and courtesies to each other, other groups, the leadership, workers, and, most of all, the audience (1 Thessalonians 5:11-13). We have contracted with a sound engineer to run the auditorium mix for all groups, and a separate contracted engineer to run the monitor mix. These people are professionals who are here to serve you, and to help each group do their very best while presenting this music that exaitsour Lord and Savior. 

 
In order to provide as much of an “equal playing field” as possible, we use a timing-light system. Each group will have a performance time of 25 minutes, which starts with the end of their introduction and the green light coming on. It is intended that “set-up” will be accomplished during the 5-minute emcee introduction. Any “set-up” taking longer than 5 minutes will come out of your performance time. The timing light box will be located at the front of the platform. The green light will be on for 20 minutes. When the yellow light comes on, you have 5 minutes left. The yellow light means finish the song you are on and, lithe red light has not come on, sing one more short song. IF ANYTHING IS STARTED AFTER THE RED LIGHT COMES ON, YOUR GROUP WILL BE ASSESSED A $50.00 PER-MINUTE FINE.  We do this in order to stay on the schedule that we are required to be within. We need to be strict along these lines. We are all here to share music that focuses on Jesus Christ and not on ourselves; therefore, we have equal time slots.

 
Following are some procedural matters that all of us will be required to do in order to have a distraction-free musical experience: 

1. The contracted sound engineer will be the only person touching the main mixing board. Your sound technician may work with the contracted sound engineer by informing him of any specific mix for your group. They may not touch the board to switch settings. If this is violated, the group will be held responsible and will be disciplined by the MWQA Board of Directors. 

2. The contracted monitor mix engineer will mix by the stage. A stage manager will be on the platform during your first number in order to instruct the monitor mix engineer. If you have any instructions for the monitor mix, the engineer will be back stage prior to your introduction, and you should inform him of your preferences. If, during your performance, you need to adjust the monitor mix, please let the stage manager know. 


3. If you will be using sound tracks, please give them to the contracted sound engineer along with a song list prior to your performance. He will start your first track as soon as all microphones have been picked up, unless otherwise instructed. After the first track, the sound engineer will wait for a visual signal (nod of the head, hand signal, etc.) from you before starting your successive tracks. Because there are many groups, we ask that the signal be physical rather than using a cue word or phrase that the engineer would have to remember. 

4. We require that your product table be manned during all performance hours. We will supply two chairs per table. All group materials must remain within your defined booth area. 

5. The practice/warm-up rooms will be used by groups just prior to their performance time. Please look for the time schedule and room location posted in the backstage area. Also, please be courteous about the time, as there are many groups needing to use the space. 

6. Out of respect for the Mid-West Quartet Association mission, we strongly request that all participants adhere to a NO SMOKING POLICY in any building or anywhere on the grounds of the Convention site. 


 
These procedures will insure a smooth running experience for all involved. The disciplinary action mentioned is very real and is handled on a case-by-case basis. The action can be in the form of fines, suspensions from participation in future MWQA events, Conventions, or both. We are all here to lift up the name of Jesus and to love each other, as well as to work for His glory. Division is the work of the enemy! However, constructive criticism is expected and very desirable. Please give the Board members your feedback and comments. We are here to serve the Lord by serving you. 

Thank you for your music ministry 
Your Mid-West Quartet Association Board of Directors 

History of the Mid-West Quartet Association 
1989 until 1997

written by Dan Whitman, 1995 
    edited and updated by Louie Brown 

After I was asked to write the history of the MWQA, I didn’t really know where to begin because in many cases the evolution of the MWQA has been a case of just get out of the way and let the Lord do his work. I will try in this history to tell you some of the fun and amazing things that have happened over the first five years. 

Looking through some old papers, I came across a letter from a man who has become a dear friend, Bill Lundsten. It was dated November 20, 1990. The letter said, “I enjoyed talking with you last night. It’s great when we can share ideas and dreams. I feel the idea for a state convention can become a reality, and after that, who knows how big or how far it could develop. Let’s go for it!” So the MWQA was born, and it has been growing ever since. 

But, I think maybe the beginning goes back even farther than that. A group called the Sounds of Praise Quartet organized a quartet jubilee in the Fall of 1989. They invited a well-established quartet from northern Minnesota named the Golden Street Quartet, and a young new group called the Spokesmen Quartet, to take part in their event. A bond was formed that continues even today between different members of these two groups. We left that first gathering with the desire to invite other groups together for one big singing jubilee!! 

Well, as you may guess, I was member of the Spokesmen Quartet back in 1989, and the big lanky gentleman named Bill Lundsten is the manager and founder of the Golden Street Quartet. We were the two people in that original conversation, and a great deal of thanks is due Bill for getting this organization off the ground. 

Bill’s many years in southern gospel music, and the contacts he had, is what made it possible for us 
to pull off that first MWQA Convention. Bill put us in touch with Loren Bartelt and Chad Jones. 
Chad helped us make contact with Bev White, quartets, and groups like the Chancellors, Steadfast, 
Music City Boys, Living Water, Praise Unlimited, First Light, Travelers, Spiritual Vibrations, 
Foretold, and the Gary Schimpp Family. 

Bill and I, representing Golden Street Quartet and Spokesmen Quartet, came together for an informal meeting with people from all the groups mentioned above. We found a great deal of interest in putting together a singing convention, so the plans for our first Convention started! At first, all the groups and interested people came together once a month in Minneapolis to work on the plans. We agonized a great deal over what size auditorium would be needed and how we would pay for it! Out of this desperation came the association dues still in use today. 

After much checking and rechecking, the Edina Community Center was chosen for our first Convention. This auditorium boasted 1000 seats. Several of us were very worried about how we were going to pay the rent and insurance from an offering, especially if the crowd was small. The charter groups made the Convention a possibility through loans from many groups and other individuals. The contracts were signed, equipment borrowed, and we were set for the first Convention. How the people would be paid back, we didn’t know.

Everything went well for the next several months — too well!! We had borrowed money to advertise, and many posters were distributed through the groups and shared mailing lists. We decided to give free admission tickets to anyone requesting them. We had over 2000 requests for those 1000 seats and had to tell 1000 people, “Sorry, we don’t have room for you.” What a feeling going into our first Convention! 

That last week, the problems started with the caterer canceling out four days before the Convention. 
We had 1000 people coming in four days and no one to provide food! Thanks to Loren Bartelt, Deli 
Express came to the rescue, and food was there in abundance. 

The next problem was those crazy boys of summer, The Minnesota Twins. Wouldn’t you know, the Twins would make it to the World Series in 1990. The World Series stretched out to a sixth game, and, wouldn’t you know, the sixth game would be played at the HHH Metrodome, the same night, the same time, as the first MWQA Convention!! The Metrodome is only ten miles away, and we knew there were 65,000 fans there. We thought most other people would be watching or listening to the game, so the organizers felt very nervous, but we trusted the Lord, and not only was the HHH Metrodome full, but the Edina Community Center was too! 

There was even a little overlap going on at one point. It seems the Twins were behind in the series three games to two. The sixth game was now tied at the end of the ninth inning. One more run could mean the end of the season for the Twins. As the eleventh inning came, word of the dire straights circulated throughout the Convention and a number of transistor radios with ear pieces popped out in the crowd. The Travelers Quartet was on stage performing a serious and challenging part in their program and it happened. Kirby Puckett came to the plate and hit a home run!! A cheer was heard and joy was felt even at the Edina Community Center as the Twins won the game. 

The next important change was a much larger auditorium. Bloomington Assembly of God was chosen. This move was well received by everyone. The crowd at our next Convention was estimated at 1700 people. Things were going well!! To continually improve and become more professional, we decided to invite a full time traveling group to perform at the Convention. The Southmen, from Alabama, were hired to headline the 1992 Convention. Although the Southmen did a fine job, the overall consensus of fans and the groups was that the quality of talent in the upper Midwest was good, and the group from Alabama didn’t have anything on us, so we should save as much time as possible for our association groups to grow in number at the Convention. 

Another change took place that year — a change in how the MWQA was managed. We heard from the groups they didn’t have time to come to meetings each month, and they were very pleased with how the organization was growing and being managed. A change to an organization run by an elected, governing board was proposed and voted in. The board has been very stable with four of the original five members still on the executive board in 1995. 
A lot of thought went into the 1994 decision to sell reserved, permanent seating. We felt this was 
a way better to control the ever-growing number of people wanting to attend the Convention. This 
proved correct with a sell-out one month before the Convention. We also instituted a new sound 
equipment and personnel package, with Jeff Label doing the stage mix and Mark Aspinal from 
Gaither Studios doing the house mix. This has worked well and continues as our standard ml 995. 
Perhaps the biggest change of all was in 1996 when we changed to a two-day Convention. This allowed many more opportunities for performers, seminars, and other events. We wanted to create a true convention spirit where people can come, spend the weekend, learn something new, be entertained, and experience the true reason we love Southern Gospel Music. 

In 1996, improvements continued with two special people hired to help out with the Convention: 
Jerry Goff, a well-known emcee, and Steve Hurst, a fantastic vocal instructor. The Board of 
Directors continues to search for ways we can encourage and provide for the members of MWQA. Then they can continue and sing to the Lord in their ministries to others. 

1997 was another major change for the Mid-West Quartet Association. We outgrew the Bloomington Assembly of God building and searched for two years for a new “Home Base”. Just as the first two buildings were major difficulties to decide on, so was this choice. 


We prayed about it, struggled, and worked very hard to determine God’s will for our organization. The direction came through loud and clear to us. We moved to the Rochester, Minnesota, Mayo Civic Center Auditorium in October of 1997!! This facility provided a more central location for the region we represent. It provided a much larger facility with exhibit areas and meeting rooms. Ample hotel and motel spaces were available with free parking, most connected with a climate-proof skyway system. There is good expansion room for the future. Rochester, Minnesota, is our meeting place until the Lord calls us to “move on” to someplace else. 

We have continued bringing in professional people from across the country to help make our Convention a celebration for Jesus and the unity MWQA has in Him. Dick Hilleary has emceed our Convention for four years, 1997 through 2000. Steve Hurst has continued to teach and encourage our groups through his private vocal sessions each year. For 1998 and 1999, we added a very special lady to the seminar stafl Tracey Phillips Cooper. She gave piano and keyboard sessions to many of the group musicians and some people from the general public. 

We struggled with the expense of video and sound. We even ended up as we had been in the beginning of the Association to accept loans from the Board members to assure the program could go on. For 1999, the video portion of the Convention was dropped. The people have accepted this change well, and we thank the Lord for the financial relief. Concessions were added after a bad experience of 3800 hungry people in 1997. 

1999 was a catch-up year financially and a year of real expansion internally. We established a web site, go the bulk mail system working, and established a good system for tickets, treasury, and expanded the promotion and the Directory. The boom-box showcase started, and we began a relationship with Danny Rhoads Music for sound. Danny was well accepted as the “Best we ever had” for stage and house mix. The attendance was up a little, and we had 120 people for breakfast! Ibis was all in preparation for the 10-Year Celebration! 

For the grandest Convention of them all, we will start on Thursday evening, October 26,2000, with a concert in the MCC Theatre with the Dixie Melody Boys. Along with that concert, we will honor emcees of the past, past Board members, and just enjoy celebration of the 10 great years we have bad. 

Friday will begin with a huge breakfast with Dick Hilleary and Steve Hurst. This event has really grown in popularity thanks to Shelly Brown’s hard work and love of the Lord. The breakfast will end with a concert and then flow right into four showcase concerts with our member groups. The singing starts at 3:00 p.m. and will fill the air until 10:30 p.m. 

Saturday will begin with the MWQA Annual Meeting and move right into singing again from 12:00 noon until 10:00 at night. Dan Whitman, Dennis Hafenbreadl, Chad Jones, Beverly White Birch, and many others will be there throughout the day and weekend for this great time. We are so blessed to be in the service of our Lord and King, Jesus Christ. May the praise go on forever and ever through this Association and all the 38 member groups! 
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